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As your new newsletter editors, we would like input from the members as to what you expect from your newsletter.  We 

would like to start a members page, with photos and other information you would like to share with the other members.  

To that end we have a questionnaire: 

 

Member names:______________________________________________________ 

Birthdays: (day and month only) ______________________________________ 

Anniversary: _____________________________________________________ 

Number of years of GWRRA membership: _____________________________ 

Number of Goldwings you have owned: _________________________________ 

How many years have you been riding?: _________________________________ 

Favorite ride?: _____________________________________________________ 

Camping or Motel? _________________________________________________ 

Favorite restaurant for a Dinner Ride: ___________________________________ 

Hobbies: _________________________________________________________ 

Where your work: ____________________________________________________ 

Where you were born: _________________________________________________ 

Pets:______________________________________________________________ 

Year and color of current motorcycle: ___________________________________ 

An interesting motorcycle experience you would like to share: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

Something unique about yourself that few people are aware of: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

 

Please send your information to mkvlmclean@suddenlink.net.     
 

Chapter Director 
Rory Brito  

rturbo@cableone.net  

432-634-0634 

 

Secretary / Treasurer 
Wendell & Lorinda New 

newodessa@aol.com 

432-413-1870 

 

Newsletter Editors 
Mark and Vickie McLean  
mkvlmclean@suddenlink.net 

432-263-1498 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Web Masters 
Nathan Smith 

nathanks@gmail.com 

 

 

Tommy & Lawanna Smith 

teebonetom@gmail.com 

432-978-9698 

 

Dinner Rides 
will leave from the East End of the 

Luskeyôs parking lot on 42nd street 

in Odessa on scheduled Saturdays at 

6:30pm, or sooner on longer rides. 

Chapter ñYò Staff Meetings 
will be held on the first Tuesday of 

every month, see calendar for this 

monthôs location in Odessa, TX at 

6:30pm. 

General Membership Meetings  
will be held at: 

The Market Bar & Grill  
1806 E. 7th Street in Odessa 

the 2nd Saturday of every month at 

6:30pm. 

mailto:mkvlmclean@suddenlink.net


Weõll go first: 
Member names:___Mark and Vickie McLean______________________ 

Birthdays: (day and month only) __Mark: 8/31   Vickie: 1/24_____ 

Anniversary: ___July 17__________________________________________________ 

Number of years of GWRRA membership: ____20+__Life Members______________ 

Number of Goldwings you have owned: ______3: 1984, 1992, 2005______________ 

How many years have you been riding?: _____29 years______________________ 

Favorite ride?: __Million Dollar Highway: Silverton to Ouray, Colorado__________ 

Camping or Motel? ____Camping in the Travel Trailer_______________________ 

Favorite restaurant for a Dinner Ride: ___Dos Compadres: Midland_____________ 

Hobbies: ___Woodworking,  Driving Miatas, NASCAR______________________ 

Work: Mark is a retired teacher, Vickie is an Environmental Investigator with TCEQ 

Born: Mark was born in Framingham, Mass., Vickiewas born in McCamey, TX 

Pets:____Minnie (Border Collie) and Annie_(Yellow Lab)_____________________ 

Year and color of current motorcycle and name: ___2005 Silver: Silver Bullet_____________ 

An interesting motorcycle experience you would like to share:  

One time we were camping in Rocky Mountain National Park when an older couple came walking by our camp-

site.  The husband came in to look at the motorcycle and chat with us.  The wife stood out in the street and just 

looked mortified that her husband was standing there talking to a motorcyclist.  She looked like she was terrified 

that we were going to kill them or something.  It was pretty funny. 

Something unique: When Mark was in college he had hair down to the middle of his backé 

Vickieôs first job was as a day working cowboy on the McElroy Ranch in Crane County. 

   



 

Hey Chapter Y,  
By the time that you will reading this newsletter, we all 
would have done celebrated Christmas and probably 
bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ IŀǇǇȅ bŜǿ 
Year.!!  
Riding season has almost come to a stop due to the 
weather, but I feel that we will have a few good days to 
ƎŜǘ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƛŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƧƻȅΩǎ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǊƛŘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 
staff is working hard to find fun and interesting activities 
to do in 2010! I would like to say a big Thank You to Colin 
Wilson for his efforts being our newsletter editor, but for 
personal reason has stepped down from this position!!! 
Thanks Colin for your help!!!  
I would like to be the first to let Chapter Y know that 
Mark and Vickie McLean has stepped up and taken over 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ 
this challenging position!!!! Thanks Mark and Vickie!!  
I want to say that if you have any ideas for dinner rides, 
chapter activities, or day rides, please let someone know 
who is on the staff, so that it can be planned in our 
monthly calendar.  
Please check the website from time to time to find out 
the latest news and updates!!! This is a good tool to use 
and I am planning on using the website more and more 
as time goes by. Eventually, all newsletters, calendar, 
rides and activities will be posted here for your conven-
ience.  
The Texas District meeting will be held in Killen, TX on 
January 9th and information is available on the District 
website. This meeting is not only for staff members, but 
is open to all GWRRA members. There is a lot of good in-
formation that will be talked about!!!!  
I am looking forward to serving you and I am really look-
ing forward to the upcoming riding season!!!  
Until next month, Happy New Year!!!!  
Ride Safe  
Rory 



 

 

 

January 1, 2010 
 New Yearôs Day Ride (or drive if the weather is bad).  Annual ride to Big Spring to eat lunch and 

 visit. 

 

January 5, 2010 
 Staff Meeting at Big Daddyôs Catfish at 6:30. 

 

January 9, 2010 
 The Texas District Midwinter Roundup will be held January 9, 2010, at the 

 Civic Center in Killeen. This meeting is not just for Chapter Officers and Staff. 

 It is open to any GWRRA member who would like to learn more about our association. 

  There will be informational break-out sessions during the day as 

 well as ñgeneral assemblyò meetings.  Saturday evening will be 

 the selection of the Texas District Couple of the Year for 2010. 

 The Shilo Inn is the host hotel and is offering a special room rate of $85. 

 Reservations can be made at 1-800-222-2244. 

  

January 16, 2010 
 General Membership Meeting at The Market at 6:30.  Note the change in date due to the Mid-Winter 

 Roundup. 

 

In the future: 
 

February 6, 2010 

 Crash Course for the Motorcyclist, Crossroads Fellowship Church.   

 
April 24, 2010 

             Chapter O2 Heart of Texas Wings Rally, Riverside Park, Brownwood, TX. 
 

 

May 6-10, 2010 

 Texas District Rally, Killeen, TX (See page 10) 

 

   

If you know of an event left off, or one to put on the calendar, please let me or any officer 

know, and we will get it on the calendar. 



Jamesõ Journeys 
Installment 1  

Back to Yosemite 
 

     Itôs Wednesday, June 24th , 5:34 a.m., the Gray Ghost is warmed up and 

lets out a quick growl as I kick into gear, roll on the throttle and release the 

clutch, beginning another adventure through this great country we call 

home.  

     Unlike years past, prior to departing on a long trip and not sleeping 

well the night before leaving, the alarm woke me up at 5 a.m. I felt well 

rested, alert and ready to ride. The first day was fairly uneventful, very lit-

tle traffic until connecting with I-40 east of Albuquerque and not long be-

fore hitting the dreaded road construction that continued sporadically to 

the Arizona state line.  

     I had planned to stop for the night in Grants, New Mexico but arriving 

early in the afternoon, I ate lunch at the WOW Diner, the same chrome 

and neon diner, reminiscent of the Route 66 days where I ate last year. Af-

ter eating a chicken fried steak and all the trimmings, I decided to continue 

to Gallup and find a campground. Reaching Gallup, I didnôt feel like stop-

ping, so I continued west into Arizona.  

     Stopping for a break at the Arizona Welcome Center, I picked up a cur-

rent map, some brochures, took a break to cool off and spent a few min-

utes visiting with a guy traveling with his family, who would have given 

anything to do what I was doing. About fifteen minutes later, I was headed 

for Holbrook or Winslow where I would stop for the night.  

     About thirty miles east of Holbrook and quickly closing the distance on 

a truck, I heard a loud explosion and in a split second was dodging pieces 

of a rear tire that had blown on the eighteen wheelers flatbed trailer. It was 

over in just a few seconds but seemed like an eternity trying not to get hit, 

dodging the pieces and hoping no cars would run into me. Glancing in the 

mirrors, all the cars behind me were all over the road also, but I think eve-

rybody made it through without any accidents.  

     Arriving in Holbrook, I stopped for gas and decided to continue to 

Winslow, but remembered the final game of the college world series was 

tonight, so I found a nice motel, cleaned the bike from almost six hundred 

and fifty miles worth of bug splats, which turned out to be a waste of time 

because it started raining shortly after cleaning it, so I kicked back and  

watched the game.  

     Leaving Holbrook early the next morning, I stopped in Winslow at 

McDôs for breakfast and spent the rest of the day trying to get the Eagles 

song ñStanding on the Cornerò out of my mind but somehow I donôt think 

Iôm the only one who has that problem.  

     Just east of Flagstaff, the GPS took me on a wild goose chase into an 

area that I was lucky to get out of alive and after backtracking a few miles, 

I just followed the signs. Reaching Hwy. 89, I turned north towards the 

Vermillion Cliffs and Navajo Bridge, considered the mouth of the Grand 

Canyon.  

     Turning onto Hwy. 89A, I continued to Navajo Bridge riding along the 

base of the Vermillion Cliffs that I could see for the past hundred miles. 

Arriving at the bridge for a break and pic-

tures, I walked part of the way across the 

old bridge, but had to turn back due to my 

fear of heights. On the way back, I saw a 

big, goofy looking bird which I later learned 

from a ranger was a California Condor, a 

bird on the verge of extinction.  

     Stopping at Leeôs Ferry for fuel a few miles down the road, I visited 

with a rider from Austin who was on his way home and had been to Yo-

semite. After giving each other some pointers about where to camp, ride 

and hike, we wished each other a safe trip and continued on our own jour-

neys.  

     Continuing on Hwy. 89A, I soon began to climb out of the desert onto 

the Kaibab Plateau, while the temperature dropped from ninety-nine de-

grees to fifty-seven degrees in about twenty miles, a welcome change from 

the desert heat. I ran into a little rain along the way but still enjoyed a spir-

ited ride through the sweepers and switchbacks while making the climb. 

     Arriving in Kanab, Utah, the town was infested with Model T Fords in 

town for a rally. I happened upon this rally several years ago while passing 

through here. I never knew Henry Ford made so many Model Tôs. After 

waiting in line behind Model Tôs, I gassed up and headed for Panguitch.  

     Climbing into the mountains on Hwy. 89, traffic was heavy, so I de-

cided to turn west on Hwy. 14 to Cedar Breaks Nat. Monument and then 

ride north to Panguitch for the night. Passing the sign prohibiting large 

trucks and RVôs from traveling this road due to itôs steep grades and tight 

turns, the temperature began dropping as I headed into the mountains and 

before long I had to find a safe place to pull over and put on my jacket. 

Turning onto Hwy. 143, I rode into the Cedar Breaks, one of my favorite 

roads. The last time I passed through here, snow was still six feet deep on 

the sides of the road and the road had only been open for two days.  

     Stopping at the Visitorôs Center, I took a break, enjoyed the cool air at 

ten thousand feet and took several pictures of what southern Utah is fa-

mous, the brilliant copper and multicolored red cliffs and mountains that 

dominate the landscape.  

     Storms were building around the area, so I continued north on Hwy. 

143 and enjoyed a fast ride through the 

mountains and arrived at the KOA in 

Panguitch a little after 5 p.m. They had 

one cabin available and after a little 

haggling, gave me a good price on it. 

After cleaning the bike and getting a 

shower, I rode into town and ate at the 

Cowboy Caf®, a place where Iôve always intended to eat, but never have. 

They claimed on the menu to have mesquite cooked steaks and BBQ and I 

asked the waitress about it, since I have never seen a mesquite tree on all 

the trips I have made to Utah. She returned with a piece of mesquite and 

stated they buy all their mesquite wood from a supplier in west Texas. It 

was a little expensive for my tastes but the food was very good.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay tuned next month for moreé. 


